[Epidemiologic reasons for screening programs in the national health service].
The author describes the current health state of the Hungarian population in terms of cancer mortality and morbidity. Based on the comparative analysis of national and international, mainly European, data he describes the unfavourable Hungarian indices trying to identify their causes and the possible breaking free from them, as well. The greatest potential lies in the organised, continuous screenings within the frame of "Johan Béla National Programme of the Decade of Health". Since tumour diseases pose severe and alarming problems in national health care the reduction of extremely high mortality in three tumour localisation (cervix uteri, breast and colorectum) by regular screenings is absolutely justified.